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As a second-generation descendant of the Bay Islands, I carry both the inheritance of my 

ancestors’ lived experiences and the responsibility to safeguard them for the future. The stories 

of our communities are not just historical records; they are living testaments to resilience, 

cultural exchange, and the survival of identity in the face of colonial disruption, migration, and 

modern globalization. Our oral traditions, family archives, and place-based memories hold 

narratives that official histories often ignore or distort. 

Preserving Bay Island histories is critical because they offer an unfiltered lens into the socio-

political realities and cultural contributions of our people. These histories remind us that the Bay 

Islands were not passive spaces on the margins of the Caribbean but active sites of trade, 

migration, and cultural blending. Without intentional preservation, the nuances of our dialects, 

the meaning of our festivals, and the spiritual significance of our maritime traditions risk being 

diluted or erased. 

For those of us in the second generation, preservation is both a cultural duty and an act of 

reclamation. We bridge the past and present, often negotiating between ancestral memory and 

contemporary identity. By recording our elders’ stories, digitizing fragile photographs, and 

embedding our narratives into educational spaces, we resist the erasure that comes when history 

is told solely through outside perspectives. Our work ensures that younger generations will not 

have to search for themselves in the margins but will see themselves at the center of a rich, 

complex heritage. 

Preserving Bay Island histories is not nostalgia; it is strategy. It is how we affirm belonging, 

assert agency, and maintain a cultural compass in a rapidly changing world. For the Bay Islands 

to remain more than just a geographical location on a map, we must treat our histories as a living 

archive; one that continues to grow, adapt, and guide us toward the future. 

 


